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INTRODUCTION 
 

     The original concept for an International Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation 
was based upon the model of the Midwest Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation, held 
annually in the United States. This model emphasizes the practice of therapeutic recreation 
along with research, development and sharing of ideas that will ultimately benefit persons 
with disabilities and persons who are elderly. The reader will find this focus evident in the 
papers in these selected proceedings. 
 

     The University of Missouri and Indiana University have a rich history in 
cooperative efforts in the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, where the 
first and second International Symposiums on Therapeutic Recreation were held in 1989 
and 1991. 
 

     The 3RD INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON THERAPEUTIC RECREATION 
was held in Richmond Hills, Ontario, Canada and was sponsored by the University of 
Missouri, Indiana University and the Ontario Recreation Society in cooperation with the 
Canadian Park and Recreation Association. 

 
     We extend our thanks to the steering committee of the 3RD INTERNATIONAL 

SYMPOSIUM ON THERAPEUTIC RECREATION for their dedication, time, energy and 
direction: 
 
Malcolm Bromley: President, Ontario Recreation Society 
Jim Olmstead: Co-Chair, Burlington Parks and Recreation 
Gerald Hitzhusen: Co-Chair, University of Missouri 
Gary Robb: Co-Chair, Indiana University 
Adrienne Gilbert: Program Committee Chairperson, University of Waterloo 
Bobbie Arsenault: Administrator, Ontario Recreation Society 
Mike Beaton: Operations Chairperson, Bloorview Children's Hospital 
Betty Fallis-Trow: Program Committee, North York Parks and Recreation 
Lori Gove: Program Committee, Manager of Special Needs, Kitchener 
 Parks and Recreation 
Herb Gray: Program Committee, Ministry of Tourism and Recreation 
Kathy Hunt: Buyers Guide Chairperson, Kathy Hunt Communications 
 
Gerald L. Hitzhusen, CTRS, CLP 
Associate Professor 
Coordinator of International Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation 
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